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OUR VISION



Vacancy

We have arrived at this vacancy because of the retirement of our Minister of 30

years. We believe he developed an extraordinary work in Torrance and we seek a

successor who would enable us together to expand the legacy and generate new

paths and directions.

Our prayer is that God would place in Torrance Church a man or woman of His

choosing to continue the witness and mission for His glory here in Torrance. We are

looking for a minister who will teach us, challenge us and help us to grow together

in maturity as disciples who share God’s love with the people we meet, making a

real difference to our local community. 

To help us realise and develop our vision, we are looking for an inspiring minister

who is not only a team leader, preacher and teacher, but who is dynamic,

passionate, and importantly, called by God to serve in Torrance. 

We already have a strong foundation of ministries in Torrance, but we are open to

new challenges, and there will be areas that could do with revitalisation and

renewed energy. We believe it is important continually to develop and use the gifts

and abilities we have within our congregation to help us grow, motivating and

getting the best from groups and individuals. In this area, we know we need a

minister who shares our vision, but who is willing and able to challenge and

encourage us as we serve each other, serve our community, and grow together as

the people of God.
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For those attending or involved with the church, through teaching and support (via

small groups, prayer meetings and one to one ministry) based on the belief in both the

divine inspiration of the Holy Scripture and its consequent entire trustworthiness and

supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct, and the justification of the sinner

solely by the grace of God through faith in Christ crucified who rose from the dead, and

the illuminating, regenerating and sanctifying work of God the Holy Spirit.

Seeking to spread the Good News of the Gospel to believers and non-believers in various

ways, such as invitations to meet and discuss Scripture, and the Alpha Course.

Supporting individuals or families in Torrance with appropriate pastoral care, from

telephone and prayer contact, events (eg retired people’s lunch), visits to material

provision.

Reaching young people of all ages through Junior Church, Boys' and Girls' Brigades and

local school Scripture Union.

Providing a focal social point in the village through the café, and regular

communications such as the Villager magazine (and Village Hug during the Covid

lockdown).

Arranging occasional social events for the community from concerts to pantomimes.

Beyond the village, by supporting St Rollox Church in Sighthill, and a number of

missionaries working in the UK and abroad.

The above vision and mission were developed by the congregation through prayerful

discussion as part of an ‘Embers to a flame’ church revitalisation process. Here is a summary

of some of the ways in which we seek to fulfil these, with God’s help:
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Vision and Mission

For God’s glory, Torrance Parish Church of
Scotland exists to make disciples for Jesus Christ

in Torrance and beyond by equipping and
encouraging God’s people through the power of

the Holy Spirit. Mission Statement 

Vision Statement 

Torrance Parish Church (TPC) desires that its
people would make Jesus known by word and

deed through loving service in their daily lives in
the village, throughout the wider church and

wherever God sets them. 



Actively encourage and invite people on the fringes. Currently many attend organisations and

activities but taking the next step in joining with worship, prayer or study is hard.

Explore the development of new forms of church to include people who don’t engage with the

traditional model of church.

Seek community and missionary opportunities as we engage with our neighbours and respond to

their needs.

Learn from and develop new ways of gathering, following changes we have made this past year. 

The development of our teaching and preaching in new and accessible ways.

The pastoral care of our congregation and those in our village.

Outreach, in particular to those with families, busy lives and little time to engage with ‘traditional

church’. 

As we work together to fulfil this mission we have learned the importance of taking time to reflect,

gather the views of those we seek to serve and pray together about the challenges we face and the

steps we need to take next.

Using congregational and community surveys alongside demographic information about our

congregation, we are clear that while progress has been good there are still challenges for us to

consider and more work to be done in sharing Jesus’ love and building his Kingdom here in

Torrance.

We are particularly aware of our need to:

With this awareness of our challenges and with our mission statement as a guide as we move into

this new era for TPC our priorities must therefore be in relation to building the kingdom through:

We know that to do this we need leadership that supports creativity and encourages new thinking;

working with us to deepen and strengthen community relationships as we reach out with love,

sharing the Good News that Jesus’ promise of salvation is for everyone. 

TORRANCE PARISH CHURCH

Challenges and Priorities



WHO WE ARE
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Torrance is a village in East Dunbartonshire. It has a population of around 2,300. 

The village grew as a mining and weaving settlement, but is now largely a commuter town for Glasgow

which is eight miles away. 

The village has it’s own primary school and nursery along with a community centre and village halls. It

also boasts a bowling club, tennis courts, a garage, village shop, baker, takeaway food outlet, pubs and

hairdressers. The village also has a dental surgery and a pharmacy.

The village is surrounded by countryside with the Campsie Fells sitting to the north. Walking, cycling

and fishing are very popular pastimes with the River Kelvin and the Forth and Clyde Canal both passing

the village to the south. 

The larger towns of Milngavie, Bearsden and Bishopbriggs are all within easy reach with several large

supermarkets and a wide range of shopping, sport and leisure opportunities. Mugdock Country Park is

close by and Loch Lomond can be reached by car in 40 minutes. There are stations on the Glasgow-

Edinburgh train line within a few miles at Bishopbriggs and Lenzie.

Community is important in Torrance. Looking after our neighbours and our environment are priorities

for us and this was especially evident during the past year when teams of people swung into action to

take care of each other and share what we could with other communities across the region.

Perhaps this is why people stay. There is a low turnover in housing and many extended families stay in

the village, we have a low crime rate and strong networks of support for all ages.

CofS Profile page for TPC (including statistics for mission and demographic information) -

https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/church_finder/profile.php?property_id=61

Parish

https://cos.churchofscotland.org.uk/church_finder/profile.php?property_id=61


 

Mums, dads, sons,

daughters, brothers, sisters,

aunts, uncles, good friends,

grans and grandpas, 

 

bakers, fixers, singers, IT

whizzers, prayers and

readers, players, counters

and planners, drawers and

stitchers, planters and

growers

comforters and questioners, 

 

seekers and searchers,

reaching out and reaching in,

doubters and sinners, broken

and shouting, weeping and

dancing for joy,

 

Children of God, the TPC

family, ready for challenge

and change, kingdom

builders, forgiven and

restored, deeply in love with

Jesus.

 

 

WE ARE...
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PEOPLE - Congregation 
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Leadership and Staffing

TPC operates under a unitary constitution. Our Kirk Session comprises

17 Elders and the Minister. There are currently 13 male Elders and 4

female Elders. Nine teams are charged with implementing our TPC

vision and each reports to Session. Each Elder belongs to a team and

many members of the congregation are also involved.

TPC currently has one employee – a part time office administrator who

assists the Minister and Session Clerk. The Minister is well supported by

church member volunteers in all aspects of the church's work on

Sundays, in the community and beyond.

TPC also engages a professional to carry out a weekly clean of the

church building. 

  



Sundays

Planning and coordination

of all congregational

worship and special

services. Maintenance of

rotas for music, AV, and

welcome team. 

Pastoral

Care

Supports Minister in

pastoral visiting, connects

with vulnerable, sick and

housebound, welcomes

new arrivals in parish,

oversees prayer ministry

and arranges  community

support events.  

 

Responsible for production

of financial

reports/accounts, financial

planning and stewardship.

Communication with

Church of Scotland and

OSCR on financial matters.  

 

Finance

Fabric

Responsibility for the

maintenance of the

church, hall, and manse

buildings and property,

and Health and Safety

compliance.

Youth

Discipleship

and mission

Wider

Church

Oversight of all the youth

groups from creche to

late teens, contact with

non church youth/local

school, and support for

youth ministry leaders 

Foster individual and group

growth through the support

of the prayer life of the

church, training, courses,

personal Bible study, and

the promotion of outreach

and evangelism. 

 

Support and inform the

congregation on the work

of the wider church

including our partnership

with St Rollox, Twinning,

mission partners and eco-

church work.

Communication

Production of newsletter,

village magazine,

communications with

congregation and village,

and maintenance of

website and social media.

People and

Utilities

Management of church

employee and regular

contractors, assurance

of employer

responsibilities, child

protection and safe

usage of church facilities. 

 

Teams
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Worship

Our services are Bible based, using
expository teaching as we honour

the word of God and seek to
embed His truths in our daily lives.

Sunday Services 

Sunday worship usually comprises two services. The first a quieter time for

worship and reflection, the second an all age service of worship and praise.

This second service is supported by a lay worship team who will organise

music and praise, bring prayers, support all age addresses and occasionally

bring the Word.

To aid accessibility we also have a tech team operating sound and projection

equipment and a newly installed live-streaming system.  

The church has 170 Members and 10 Adherent Members.

Average weekly attendance is around 175 (in non-Covid times), including all

who participate on Sunday at both services and children’s ministries. During

the past year attendance for online services has been maintained.

Communion services are celebrated three times a year with children invited

to take the sacraments with their parents. 
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Prayer and 
House Groups

Our prayer life in TPC is active and alive to God at work in our world.

We have a prayer ministry team who provide an opportunity for prayer

at our Sunday Service, they also offer a mid-week confidential prayer

clinic and a WhatsApp prayer ministry group.

Wednesdays are set aside for prayer groups who meet in the morning

and in the evening.

Around 12 house groups operate on various evenings throughout the

week. These are opportunities for people to meet to share The Word,

pray, and support each other. Variations include a ‘Men’s Breakfast’,

‘Ladies Monday Group’ and youth bible study groups.



TPC is blessed with a large and vibrant children and young people’s

ministry supported by a significant number of all-age volunteers.

Crèche

Junior Sunday school

Senior Sunday school

Frog (Fully Reliant on God)

Connect

Lego Club

Connect Plus 

Carrot Cake Club

Age 0-3

Age 3-P3

Age P4-P6 

Age P7-S3 

Age S4-S6 

Children + young people with additional

support needs 

 

Student age Sunday breakfast Bible

Study 

 

Sunday evening socialising + discussion 

group for S4 –S6 and students.

 

2-3

6-8

10-12

15-16

12-20

3

10-12

15-20

Groups Age Range
Numbers attending 

(pre Covid)
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Sunday Youth Work
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Once a month we have “Service Sunday” where our young people serve on

our worship, welcome, Sunday School and coffee teams. 

 



Activities for children and young people continue through the week. We have

thriving Girls' Brigade (25 attendees) and Boys' Brigade (40 attendees)

companies and Crossover (15 attendees), a youth group for P6-S3, meets

fortnightly on a Saturday evening.

We also host an annual Summer Holiday Club for the children of the Village.

Usually very well attended this is an excellent outreach opportunity with the

Good News taught through fun, games, food and friendship by an enthusiastic

team of young leaders.

A Youth weekend away is another popular occasion for young people to

connect with Jesus, ask searching questions and enjoy time together.

TPC has an excellent relationship with our local primary school where the

minister has been welcomed as their chaplain and where members run an SU

group. Our young people also have strong links with SU groups in nearby

communities which they are keen to develop.

TORRANCE PARISH CHURCH

Youth Work
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We have a Visiting Friends Team which connects with and offers support to the sick,

the elderly, the lonely, the bereaved and the vulnerable in the village and, where

appropriate, with their families.

Community outreach is complemented by a monthly Friendship Lunch for retired

people and a wonderful team of musicians also run a monthly ‘Thank You for the

Music’ sing-a-long for those with dementia/Alzheimer’s and their family and carers. 

As a service to the village during the winter months we delivered Fish & Chip Suppers

to the vulnerable and the elderly as a means of ensuring we maintained connection

during the dark weeks of lockdown and we celebrated Easter by delivering a bunch

of daffodils and a message of encouragement to every household.

Our Café normally runs three mornings a week (at the moment once a week given

current Covid restrictions). It is much loved across the village and very well attended.

It’s scones are legendary, the welcome warm and the friendship nurturing and

sustaining.

Panto – oh yes we do! With star guest appearances, topical scripts and slapstick

humour this is an annual hit and an excellent fundraiser for the local foodbank.

The Villager is our church magazine which is produced three times a year and

delivered to every house. 

For many years we have run Alpha and Hearing The Word courses and, more

recently, The Bible Course in an effort to reach people in the community who are

‘interested’ but ‘not committed’.

Pastoral care for our
congregation and for

our friends and
neighbours across

the village is an
important aspect of

our vision for
outreach. 
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Pastoral Care and
Community Outreach



As a congregation we are committed to loving and serving our neighbours wherever

we are needed. We believe that we have much still to learn about how God is at

work in the world and seek to establish and maintain connections beyond our

village as we build His kingdom together.

St Rollox church is in neighbouring Sighthill, an area of relative poverty which

supports a large number of people who seek asylum and refuge in Scotland. TPC is

twinned with St Rollox; a partnership which enriches both congregations allowing

us to share practical and spiritual support.

Eco Church: a small group of volunteers is guiding us through the Eco-church

award scheme; improving our efforts towards a more sustainable future and raising

our awareness of the impact of climate change on peoples across the planet.

Mercy house: run by our dear friend ‘Big Anne’, Mercy House provides a place of

safety and spiritual and physical nurture for street children in Zambia. Our

congregation is generous in its support for Mercy House and for Anne as she does

God’s work far away from her home in Torrance.

Missionary partners: we have several missionary partners whom we pray for

regularly, we are blessed by their visits to TPC when they come back to Scotland

and we are greatly encouraged by the work they do in God’s name.

Twinning: we are currently beginning the twinning process of TPC with a church

abroad. We are excited to find out what we can learn from Christians in another

setting and also to see how we can use the twinning process to engage with people

in our own community.

TORRANCE PARISH CHURCH

The Wider World



BACKGROUND



1995
Charge restored

to Full Tenure

1996
Proposal

presented for a

new building

1998

2008

New building

completed  

Torrance Parish

Church twinned

with St Rollox

Parish Church

Rev Nigel Barge

inducted

 

1991

1990

Link dissolved and

Torrance Parish

Church allowed to

call a minister under

terminable tenure

1860

1870

1900

1917

Torrance Free

Church 

Mission formed

Hall erected and

first service held

in Free Kirk Box

Congregation

becomes a full

charge named

Torrance United

Free Church

Union with United

Free Church and

renamed United

Free Church Hall

1983
Link formed with

Kirkintilloch Park

Church

 

1929
Union with Church

of Scotland to

become Torrance

Parish Church

11 baptisms and 21 new

members and a further

(approximately) 19 new

participants. The

average annual number

of funerals over these

years is 7.

2016-

2020

During Covid-19 the Word

has been brought to the

congregation and beyond

via Zoom, YouTube, dialling

in on phones, pre-recorded

messages, online

interviews and email

newsletters.

2020-

2021

History
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Stewardship and Finance fall under the responsibility of the TPC Finance

committee which currently consists of the Treasurer, the Finance Convenor and a

Stewardship Co-ordinator. 

Over the past 20 years the congregation has provided huge financial support for the

work of the church, in particular most of the finance for the new church building

(opened in 1998, costing around £600,000), and the purchase of a new manse in

2012. Throughout this period our largest element of expenditure, the Ministry &

Mission contribution to the Church of Scotland, has always been met in full,

amounting in 2020 to £62,376.

At the end of 2020 TPC had restricted and unrestricted reserves of £51,576. The

forecast General Fund income for 2021 £89,500, with a budgeted small surplus after

spending £10,000 on Fabric items (but not accounting for any vacancy allowance).

Income comes primarily from donations made by our members by 

standing order with associated gift aid. 

TPC also has a Restricted Mission Fund, which the congregation supports and the

income from giving currently goes entirely to St Rollox, amounting to around £7000

pa. Any grant income received into the Fund is currently used for outreach within

Torrance village. There is also significant donations made by the members directly

to a number of mission organisations, most notably Operation Mobilisation.  

OSCR charity page for TPC (from where recent accounts can be downloaded):

https://www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?

number=16058

TORRANCE PARISH CHURCH

Stewardship and
Finance  

Over the past 20 years the
congregation has provided huge
financial support for the work of

the church

https://www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?number=16058


Church building

Manse

The church building is set in the heart of the village.  Completed in 1998, it

provides a modern, flexible and accessible space.  The main worship space has 

 movable seating so other activities can take place during the week. A separate

hall provides space for Sunday School and youth groups. A meeting room

provides acts as a crèche and place for prayer. There is also a small vestry and

an office. The main entrance leads to a café space.

On Sunday mornings TPC rents additional space at local halls for our youth

groups.

The manse is set in a pleasant and peaceful location on the north westerly fringe

of the village.   Within walking distance, the church building is less than ten

minutes away, and the excellent local primary school around five minutes.  

The house provides well laid out accommodation over two floors.  The ground

floor has a generous sized study off the main hall, along with a shower room,

family room/snug, kitchen, utility room, dining room and lounge.  Upstairs, there

are four bedrooms (master en-suite) and a separate bathroom.

There are well proportioned, level gardens to the front and rear, along with off-

street parking, a greenhouse, and a garden store.
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Contact 
WEB LINKS

Here are some sources of some further information about our church, and the

local area. 

TPC website: www.torranceparishchurch.org.uk

TPC facebook: https://www.facebook.com/torrancechurch/

TPC twitter: @torrancechurch

TPC Instagram: @torranceparishchurch

TPC Local Church Review from 2018-2020:

https://www.torranceparishchurch.org.uk/local-church-review-presbytery-report/ 

Catchment schools for Torrance:

Torrance Primary: http://www.torrance.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/

Boclair Academy: http://www.boclair.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/

For further information regarding this vacancy, please contact 

Interim Moderator: Rev Mark Malcom

mmalcolm@churchofscotland.org.uk

07731 737377 

Nominating Committee Clerk: Rachael MacLellan

rachaelgrace@mac.com

07704 321608

Applications

Interested applicants should send a letter of application, along

with a CV and the contact details of two referees, to the

Nominating Committee Clerk by the 30th of June 2021.

http://www.torranceparishchurch.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/torrancechurch/
https://www.torranceparishchurch.org.uk/local-church-review-presbytery-report/
https://www.torranceparishchurch.org.uk/local-church-review-presbytery-report/
http://www.torrance.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/
http://www.boclair.e-dunbarton.sch.uk/
mailto:mmalcolm@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:rachaelgrace@mac.com
mailto:rachaelgrace@mac.com

